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Volunteering for blessings, an important part of life.

Yacil Sayas, (Tuesday June 25, 2024)

Beloved,
I am blessed and grateful. Volunteering has
been an integral part of my life for many years.
Reflecting on my countless volunteer missions,
I realize that each mission feels as exciting
as the first. Every time I embark on a new
mission, I am filled with the same excitement
and determination to give my very best. I
approach each mission with the belief that is
a divine calling, a task God has entrusted me,
and I strive to put more effort and dedication
into each one. This year was no exception, our
mission in Villa El Salvador was particularly
memorable, marked by the incredible team
and family we formed and the profound impact

we made.

I will begin by presenting our exceptional
team: Hongchul Lee SSN, Scholastica Na
SSN, Yong Jun Kim SSN, Thomas Lee and
the wonderful Sisters. What an incredible
family we built. Although we deeply felt the
absence of Andres SSN, his spirit and legacy
he built over the years guided us through.
His influence was a constant reminder of the
dedication and love required to complete our
mission successfully.

This year, God entrusted us with the task

of building a house for the family of Sefiora
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Emilia and Sefor Fredo. The physical labor
involved was intense, particularly for those of
us unaccustomed to such a strenuous work.
However, knowing that it was God’s will, we
embraced the challenged with responsibility
and love, allowing everything to flow smoothly.
Our faith and determination fueled our efforts,
transforming the arduous task into a fulfilling

journey.

Evey moment of this mission is che-
rished, the memories are vivid: walking
up the stairs, sharing lunch at the hilltop,
taekwondo classes, participating in Mass,
and simply spending time together. Each
activity, whether mundane or significant, was
imbued with meaning and joy, reinforcing our
sense of purpose and unity. Living this way,
sharing with our brothers and sisters and
serving according to God’s will, is a beautiful
experience.

As we placed the final touches on the house, a
wave of emotions washed over us. The family’s
joy and gratitude were palpable, making every
drop of sweat and aching muscle worth it.
Their smiles were a testament to the power of
community and the importance of giving back.
It reminded me why we volunteer: to make a

tangible difference in the lives of others.



Being part of this extraordinary group
is a privilege and blessing. The sacrifice we
make 1s small compared to the immense joy
and fulfillment we gain from serving others.
Trought this work, I have learned the true
essence of selflessness and compassion. It is
a continuous journey of giving and receiving
love, support and kindness. I have witnessed
firsthand the transformative power of service,
not only in the lives of those we help, but
also within ourselves. It shapes us into better
individuals, more attuned to the need of others
and more grateful for our own blessings. Each
time I participate in such volunteer work, I
am acutely aware that it is not I who acts but
God working through me. I am merely His
instrument, and I am committed to serving for
as long as He allows me. This commitment is
not just a duty but a calling that fills my life

with meaning and joy.

In retrospect, volunteering in Villa El
Salvador was not just about building a house;
it was about building hope, resilience, and

a sense of community. Each experience as
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a volunteer reaffirms my belief that we are
called to serve, to uplift, and to share our
blessings with those in need. Each mission
offers me a unique opportunity for personal
growth and spiritual development, I learn
something new with every experience, gaining
insights into myself, my faith, and the power
of community. The house on the hill stands
as a symbol of what we can achieved when
people come together with a common purpose
and shared sense of humanity. Volunteering
continues to enrich my life, teaching me that
with each mission, we could make the world
a better place. May our efforts inspire others
to serve and bring light to the lives of our
brothers and sisters who need it most. I look
forward to many more missions, each one
a chance to grow, to give, and to be part of

something greater than myself.
God sends people our way for a reason, and
that reason is for us to grow in faith together

and be one in Christ.

God bless you; I love you!
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PERU-VILLA EL SALVADOR

Peru Mission Trip en Villa El Salvador 2024

By: Thomas Lee

What an absolutely eye opening
experience this has been. May | start by
stating that initially, my expectations were in
all honesty pretty low in the beginning. Yet
by the end, | could not have not felt a greater
sense of accomplishment nor had a better
time, and | didn’ t even want to leave Peru!
All glory and thanks to God for putting me
on this path.

Preparation for Peru began months
before our departure, and from the start
it was evident that things would be very
different from past missions. Firstly, there
would be no Andres M 4 =l who has been
an absolutely central figure in leading and
guiding our church through Peru, both
spiritually and physically. Secondly, our team
would consist of a small number, as we were
but 4 who were to serve this year in contrast
to groups with 10+ members previously.
Finally, | would be the only young adult to
go, and the large age gap was evident to
everyone. Knowing this | constantly received
the same question from my peers and those
close to me. Why was | going? To be honest |
did not have a great answer at the time, and
found myself wondering the same thing. Yet
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| always had this feeling that | must serve
on this mission trip even before | was made
aware of the mission happening. Without
a doubt now, | truly believe that God was
telling me to go to Villa El Salvador in Lima
and to serve my brothers and sisters in
Christ, and looking back | am so glad and
humbled | listened.

This team started its journey on a
quiet bus ride of 4 people on their way to
the airport, wondering what these next two
weeks had in store for them. By the end,
we had grown into an nothing short of a
family which included myself, Romano M
Ml Sebastian Scholastica M A
Yacil, and all the sisters with the bond that
can only be forged through the will and love

of God. One of the biggest reasons for this

Mad,

family coming together was the mission we
were tasked with this year to bring to this
beautiful community.

A favorite and lasting memory from this
experience will be the actual mission that
we accomplished this year. The goal was to
construct a suitable and comfortable house
for a large family that had been living in
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one room together in a missionary building.
Every morning we trudged to the very top of
the hill overlooking Lima already sweating
from the walk alone, and worked tirelessly
to build a house for the family of Sefior
Fredo, Sefiora Emilia, and their children. |
can only thank God for giving us the strength
and perseverance from the start to see this
through together, as it was very tedious and
muscle aching work. From every single nail
that was hammered to every single plank
painted, our group worked extremely hard
to ensure that this loving family could have
a haven they could call home. Somewhere
they could sleep together, eat together, and
live as a family which many of us take for
granted. By the end of the week, we finally
raised the house, and as the priest blessed
the house, | believe at that moment we
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witnessed a true testament of the strength

a man can have by the Love of God. In front
of an entire congregation, the father on the
verge of tears thanked us individually from
the bottom of his heart on behalf of his
family. That will stay with me for a lifetime,
and | then realized that the missions we do
are entirely worth every moment because no
matter how small or short they feel, we can
truly impact someone’ s life and the lives of
those who they care about.

Another memorable part of our mission
trip was the emphasis on prayer. Like many
others I’ m sure, waking up at dawn to
recite prayers and attending mass at 6 in
the morning is not usually how | start my
Mondays. | frankly must admit, prayer has
always been something of a weakness in



my own faith as | feel | don’ t pray nearly
enough on a consistent basis. Often | find
myself praying only when | feel in need or
wanting to achieve a goal, and often simply
going along with the motions of mass, from
the gospel to the receiving of the Eucharist.
However as we practiced this every morning
with the sisters, | found myself thoroughly
engaging, and frankly enjoying the process.
Not only was morning prayer a way to state
my intentions for the day and ask God for
the safety and wellbeing of our team, but
also to simply take a moment of my day to
pray and think about those who are in my
life. The same could be said for the daily
mass. Receiving the Eucharist every morning
helped me truly understand how much the
body of Christ nourished me spiritually as we
prepared for the long day. Although these
weren’ t by no means my favorite moments
of this mission trip, they’ re the two that |
had the biggest takeaways from and have
started to incorporate in my own day to day
life.

Finally, working with kids has always
been something | have been very passionate
about, and teaching Taekwondo to this
group of wonderful children has only added
to that passion. As we crawled down the
mountain every evening from a long day
of housebuilding, it felt as though there
was quite literally zero energy in my bones.
Slightly filled with dread of the idea of having
to run around even for a second longer, all |
wanted to do was lie down and take a long
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nap until dinner. However, as with each step
we walked closer and closer to the learning
center, the laughter and yelling of the
children grew louder and louder. Suddenly
all of my energy would surge back into me,
and as soon as we took just a step inside it
would be an hour of non stop roundhouse
kicks and face blocks! Seeing how much
love, energy, and excitement these kids had
was beautiful to watch. The eagerness to
learn the techniques of not only Taekwondo
but also the cultural differences of Korea as
well truly touched my heart, and to know
they will take these learnings back to their
own families and communities brings a very
gratifying feeling.

As this journey has come to an end,|
can genuinely say | felt that | have grown in
my faith and as a person spiritually. Through
the glory of God, | was able to experience
how incredible the people of Peru are, and
serving my fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ makes me realize just how much | love
to do it. There is no doubt in my mind | will
be back to serve in the very near future. To
the reader | hope this testimony finds you
well. In my words | have tried to describe just
how surreal and eye opening this journey
was. | ask that you pray for our brothers and
sisters in Peru, and hope that you will join
me in the future on the Peru mission trip!

All glory to God, Thomas
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Es una bendicion de Dios aqui con los nifios cada dia.
O{2I0|=1t i eliSk= 0] si=He| I ==
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SUPPORT
GUIDE >>»>

.......

CONTACT
KAZAKHSTAN

Katolic Church Biazhan sal 145
Taldykorgan 140008, KAZAKHSTAN
(Sr.Eunyoung Theresa / @ 2 H3|At 14 )

7-7282-245-002

7-775-960-2731(2 2GH2IAF +=14)
7-702-196-1770(¢t &zfAlof =14)
7-775-694-2019(2 TFRAE|L} £:14)

)

eyt633@hanmail.net(2 22| £:14)

hanss@catholic.ac.kr(et &2{|A|of £:14)

Srfaustina@hanmail net(2 TR AE|L} 1) /

CONTACT
PERU-VILLA EL SALVADOR,LIMA

Las Hermanas de Nuestra Sefiora del
Perpetuo Socorro

Apartado 0066, Lima 35, PERU
(Hna.Clarisa Lee / 0| 22}2|AF £:14)

51-1-292-2327

51-937-411-504(0] 22f2[A} +14)
51-958-736-605(& 2[At 4=14)

villaperu@hotmail.com
cafe.daum.net/solph-peru

CONTACT
PERU-CANGARI,HUANTA-AYACUCHO

Las Hermanas de Nuestra Sefiora del
Perpetuo Socorro

Apartado 10, Huanta Ayacucho, PERU
(Hna.Eunkyung Agnes, Park / 8 2Z0t4A £1)

51-932-449-968(1 2Z0td|A 1)
51-958-733-136( Of2|F 1 1)

cangariperu@hotmail.com

cafe.daum.net/solph-peru
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CONTACT
VIETNAM

(1)

®

174/35 Tam Chau, Tam Binh, TP Thu blc,
TPHCM 71300

H6 Chi Minh, Vietnam

(Sr.Mari Ann, SOLPH / Z of2|ot £14)

84-076-9074-487 (Y Ot2|eh £14)
84-076-8780-247 (4 NZE 2U)

rose-mira@hanmail.net( otz|H $14)
skgod299@hanmail.net(Z MZ=2 $1)

CONTACT
VIETNAM-DA NANG

(1)

)

S6 20 Tran Hitu 6 Phudng khué My, Quan Ngil
Hanh Son, TP Da Nang (DONGSIMKINDERGARTEN
NGU HANH SON DA NANG), Vietnam

(Sr.Maririta Kim, SOLPH / Z 02|23t 4:14)

84-903-786-101(2 Ot2|SCt +14)
84-076-9074-485(¢ Zztzt +14)
84-079-9443-100(& or2fai|Lt +14)

kimheejal214@gmail.com(Z Ot2|3ICt £L14)
cl583@hanmail.net(¥ 22tz +14)
m-rena@hammail.net(Z OF2[2{|Lt £1H)
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CONTACT

PERU-CANTO GRANDE,

'S

LIMA

24 Ml

JR.CARLOS DE LOS HEROS 738 PUEBLO
LIBRE 15084 LIMA, PERU

(Hna.Speranza shin / & Am|2tXt2:14)

51-1-359-5855
51-920-753-030(&! AHZHX} 214)
51-986-501-518(1 Y0HFA 14)

smsprz@hanmail.net(4l AH|2tx} 4:14)
manuel592@hanmail.net(2} Aot £1H)

CONTACT
PHILIPPINES-NAVOTAS

/ﬁ\ San Lorenzo Ruiz Parish

(Tahanan ni Maria)

Phase 1-C Kaunlaran Village,

Navotas 1409 Metro Manila, Philippines
(Sr.Gabriela, SOLPH / Z 7t22|dzat 4:14)

@ 63-2-8652-7714

Q 63-0969-174-6992(& 7t ‘='El°”Ef 1)
63-0939-332-4146(% R4 +4)
63-966-271-6663 (& ?—HI—’FH)
63-928-421-0722(] 2ME £14)

pil|

gabi59@hanmail.net(d 7t=a| Yzt 214)
ju395@hanmail.net(® R £14)
sisterluce@hanmait net(d &4 £:14)
josephine.657@daum.net(2| 2T £14)
cafe.daum.net/solphphilppin
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